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afford to be merciful. The solidarity of the workers breaks
down at that point, and pacifism as well. There's bread
and work either for the German workers or for the Czechs
and Poles, but there's not enough for the lot of them. The
others will have to go back to the land or find something
else to do. Industry remains our monopoly, and our workers
are just as interested as we are in seeing that it does. National
Socialism has done its job if it does nothing more than drum
that into their heads."

"So you mean the worker has got to be a nationalist/5
interrupted B. "Which means that National Socialism is
right and international Socialism wrong. It seems to me
that it may be more difficult to reconcile the interests of
nations. States, and classes, but it offers a more permanent
solution. At least it doesn't lead to war, which your way
makes inevitable."

"Other countries did the same before us. They did it in
their own fashion, and perhaps that's why you overlook
that fact. All they had to do was to cut themselves off from
the world economic systenl. They no longer needed to
conquer markets. They had done that in the past, and they
are thus in a fortunate position. They have their own natural
Lebensrauniy their 'living space/ and it suffices for them.
That's why they call themselves democracies today, and
love peace and liberty/*

"The faults of the others are no excuse for our own/*
replied B, "No one denies that the British and the American
tariff policies are largely responsible for all the trouble."

**We have no choice. The democracies find fault with
our autarky, but they themselves forced it on us by their
own policy* Autarky is an emergency measure.*'

"It's a pretext," replied B.

"Perhaps it*$ a preliminary condition to the creation of a
really large economic region/* argued S*

"A Lebensf&wn** I remarked.

"Call it so, if you like,  Not a bad expression.  It depicts

. the right of the stronger and more capable and more Indus*

triow to monopolize the space that is his natural sphere, at

the expense of those wlio shut themselves behind their walls

<if protectionism and artificial promotion of industries by